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Foreword

This booklet provides information on the option choices available and the core subjects to be
taken in Year 10 from June 2017. It is very important that you read this booklet carefully and
discuss the options available with your child.

Our curriculum p hilosophy is underpinned by the principles of Excellence, Equity, Engagement

and Enterprise. We offer a challenging curriculum that meets pupils' needs and offers
increasing choice as pupils move through the Academy. The focus is on progress achieved
through high quality teaching and a range of engaging learning experiences. The acquisition
of skills is central, both in terms of literacy and numeracy, as well as the wider skills needed to
equip pupils for success throughout and beyond education. The curriculum is broad and
balanced, offering a real breadth of opportunity and enrichment to allow all pupils to progress
successfully to the next stage in their education or career path.

Our vision for World Class schooling is one in  which all pupils:

& Make outstanding progress in their learning, regardless of ability, gender, social
background or ethnic origin.

& Are engaged in a curriculum suffused with memorable experiences and rich in
opportunities for learning.

& Learn, with teachers, in an environment which is mutually respectful and promotes a
shared enjoyment of learning.

& Develop social attitudes and behaviours founded upon the principles of respect,
responsibility and care.

& Develop transferable skills and attitudes neces  sary to thrive in the global economy of the
21st century.

We are committed to  supporting each individual pupil whilst at the same time providing
academic breadth through the wide diversity of courses available at Key Stage 4

Jr.

Mrs C Robbins
Senior Assistant Headteacher
Curriculum Development, Timetable and Options
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Updates

GCSE Grading

Pupils leaving Hollingworth in Summer 2019  will see a change in the grading of GCSE subjects: the
current A* 0 G grading system will be replaced with a new 9 point scale, 1 being the lowest and 9
being the highest.  This means the grading has moved from an 8 point system to a 9 point system
allowing greater stretch and challenge for gifted pupils. Below is an approximate conversion
scale.

. * (7 Hollingworth
6CSE 6rades
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New Specifications

Specifications are written by the examination boards and they outline the course content and
assessment criteria. In line with Government education reforms, the following subjects listed below
will be following new specifications. The specifications available to the Academy at time of
printing this booklet are draft specifications. This means that there could be some changes to
these; however, if changes do occur, they are usually only minor.

I Media Studies
1 Business Studies
1 Design and Technology

Facilitating Subjects

The Choices Programme at Hollingworth Academy ensures that pupils follow a broad and

balanced curriculum that gives pupils the opportunity to study subjects that are regarded by many

universites i n the country to be 6facilitating subjectsd
most likely to be required or preferred for entry to the widest range of degree courses and are

listed below.

English.

Mathematics .

Combined Sciences or  Triple Science .
Humanities & History or Geography .
Languages & French or Italian .
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Year 9 Choices Programme 201 7-2019

Event

Details

Date

Launch o f Year 9 06Choi ces

Full Year 9 assembly.

Tuesday 31 January 201 7

Course Selection Handbook 201 7-2019

t he O06Cour72019%6 ed re
Gui dancebod.

Di stribution of
OLetter of

Wednesday 4t January 2017

GCSE Options Information Evening

Evening event from 6.30pm & 8.15pm.

Information evening to explain the process of how choices link in
with colleges and further study.

CEIAG Exhibition 6.30pm 0 7.15pm.

Year 9 Choices Programme Presentation  7.15pm & 8.15pm

Thursday 5t January 201 7

Distributionof 6 Choi ces Se IF-2029% i All forms to be distributed by Form Tutors. Friday 6% January 201 7
forms
6Key Stage 4 |1 nfor mat i | Eachdepartment will provide advice and guidance in relation Week commencing

department time

to their GCSE courses within all

Monday 9t January 201 7

Parentsd Evening

Evening event 5.30pm & 8.30pm .

Core subject progress reports and  Foundation subject guidance
and advice relating to course selection.

Wednesday 18" January 201 7

6Choices Sel/l-20¢%i 6 or 0 t

6Choices Selection Formso to be

Friday 20" January 201 7

Individual Pupil Interviews

with Mrs Robbins and
to determine suitability

Individual pupil interviews will take place
members of the Senior Leadership Team
of subject combinations.

Week commencing
Monday 23rd January 201 7

The Careers Advisor, Lynsey Lovelock, is in school on
Pupils can request appointments by emailing

Wednesdays , Fridays and alternative
careers@hollingworthacademy.co.uk

Mondays .



mailto:careers@hollingworthacademy.co.uk

Making Your Choice

During Key Stage 4 you will have a  twenty -five period timetable.  The Core Subjects of English,
Mathematics, Science, ICT, PE and PSH CRE will take up sixteen hours each week. The
remaining nine hours will be taken up by your three chosen Foundation Subjects, each having
three hours per week .

The pupils who are most successful in their chosen GCSE subjects do well because they:

=A =4 -4 -8 -8 -9

Do not

= 4 =4

Do not

Sudy a subject they enjoy

Believe that they will gain success in the subject

Understand that the  subject will help them to achieve career goals
Have an excellent attitude to learning

Have made a commitment to the subjects chosen

Opt for a subject which best fits  their ability and interest .

make any decisions regarding your Foundation Subjec ts choices until you have:
Read all the information in this handbook

Listened to the Key Stage 4 Course Information Sessions from the teachers

Listened to the Positive Steps advisors.

Talked to your Form Tutor .

choose a subject because:

You think it is easy.

You like the teacher in that subject (you might be taught by a different teacher)

Your best friend has chosen it (your friends may be in different teaching groups ).

Remember : A balanced choice of subjects is the best approach

A balanced ¢ hoice will give you a range of experiences
A balanced choice will be more helpful to you in the future

Sometimes it is possible that a course will be withdrawn if only a small number of pupils choose
it. Every effort will be made to provide you with your first three choices, but sometimes this is
not possible. We will discuss this with you if it happens.

i
N /1N
= || =
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Key Stage 4 Curriculum

The National Curriculum is made up

of the Core and Foundation subjects.

Every pupil must study each of the Core subjects, but choose a selection of Foundation

subjects which they wish to study.

Core Subjects
English
Mathematics
Science

= = = =]

Information Technology
and Computing

ECDL
Physical Education

1
f

i Personal, Social, Health,
Citizenship and Religious
Education (PSHCRE)

=2 =4 =4 =4 -4 -8 A

= =2

Foundation Subjects

Art & Design 9 Graphic Communication
BusinessStudies 9 History

Dance T ltalian

Design and Technology 1 Media Studies

Drama 1 Music

Engineering 1 Physical Education
Food Preparation & ' Religious Studies
Nutrition | Textile Design

French 1 Triple Science (Biology,
Geography Chemistry, Physics)

How the timetable is structured

There are twenty -five lessons every week:

- Sixteen lessons are allocated to
- Nine lessons are allocated to

the Core s ubjects .
three chosen Foundation s ubjects .
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Section One & Core Subjects

& English

¥ Mathematics

¥ Combined Science

I Information Technology and Computing

& Physical Education

I& Personal, Social, Health , Citizenship and Religious Education
(PSHCRE)

Additional Information

& Careers
& Work Experience

¥ The Base
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English Language and English Literature

FACULTY English Language & English Literature

NAME OF COURSE: AQA GCSE English Language (8700)
AQA GCSE English Literature (8702)

QUALIFICATION RECEIVED:2 GCSEs

ASSESSMENT:100% examination

English Language English Literature
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19t
Reading and Writing 50% Century Novel 40%

Paper2: Wr i t er sd Vi ewp o Paper2: Modern Texts and Poetry 60%
Perspectives 50%

CONTENT OVERVIEW: All pupils will be preparing for their English  Language and English
Literature GCSEs. The Programmes of Study for b oth GCSEs are designed to embed the
knowledge and skills necessary for success in the examinations at the end of the course.

Hard work, dedication and good attendance will be essential to ensure that pupils achieve
their best possible GCSE grades. Wider reading, particularly of non  -fiction texts, will benefit
pupils in their English Language and English Literature GCSEs.

SKILLS DEVELOPED:

English Language:
1 Reading and understanding the conventions of a range of written texts (fiction and
non -fiction).
M Inference and deduction.
1 Analysis of writing features (including vocabulary, punctuation, structural features, etc.)
9 Using written language accurately, appropriately and for effect.

The Literature GCSE will involve the close study of:
1 Poetry.
1 Shakespeare.
1 Pre-1914 prose.

CAREER AND EDUCATIONAL PATHWAY SAll careers require English and communication skills.
OTHER INFORMATION:This is an EBacc subject.

CONTACT: Mrs J Biddle-Mogg
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Mathematics

FACULTY Mathematics

NAME OF COURSE: Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9 -1)
In Mathematics (1MA1)

QUALIFICATIONRECEIVED:GCSE

ASSESSMENT 3 written papers & each paper will be out of 80 marks and worth 33.33%
Paper 1 & calculator not allowed
Paper 2 & 3 0 calculator allowed
Pupils are given 1 hour 30 minutes to complete each paper

CONTENT OVERVIEW: The new curriculum for GCSE Mathematics has incorporated significant
changes. The volume and difficulty of the content being covered has increased along with more
emphasis being placed on problem solving and mathematical reasoning. To accommodate the

increas ed challenge a new grading structure has been put in place with a system of 1 -9 replacing
the old G -A*. This means that the knowledge and skills required to achieve what is considered the
benchmark by the government is greater, and there is now a grade a bove the A* which was
considered the highest grade in the previous GCSE.

Whilst retaining the majority of the topics in the previous curriculum, the new curriculum now
includes several new topics, many of which being brought down from the A level qualific ation.
These include: - Functions

- Set Notation

- lterative Processes

- Quadratic Sequences

- Areas under graphs

Work to prepare for these changes has been ongoing for some time in the Mathematics
department and we are very confident that the scheme of work bei ng delivered fully prepares
pupils for the new more challenging curriculum.

This is an exciting time for the Mathematics department and our pupils, as the much needed
increase in challenge, along with more emphasis on developing problem solving and reaso ning
skills, can only serve to help our pupils beyond their time at Hollingworth along whichever pathway

they choose.

SKILLS DEVELOPEDwathematics develops and nurtures skills that you will come to rely on in any
future career, even if you are not aware of it. The need to think about and solve problems with a
logical approach goes well beyond careers that openly use Mathematics. Having a GCSE in
Mathematics demonstrates that you have the resilience and perseverance to identify a problem

and explore and call upon various methods to reach a logical solution.

CAREER AND EDUCATIONAL PATHWAY SThe most common career paths in Mathematics tend to

be in engineering, finance, accountancy and computing to name a few. However, Mathematics

is a O6facilitatord® subject at A level, meaning it
degrees. In fact some degrees will require qualifications in Mathematics even though you may

think the degre e you want to do has nothing to do with Mathematics. In short, Mathematics can

only serve to increase your career and further educational pathways. This is a compulsory subject
which means your grade will be comparable with every other prospective applic ant for a job or

course. Therefore, the better the grade you can achieve the better your prospects.

OTHER INFORMATION:This is an EBacc subject.

CONTACT: MrK Clark
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Combined Science

FACULTY:Science

NAME OF COURSE: AQA GCSE Combined Science
Trilogy (8264)

QUALIFICATION RECEIVED:2 GCSEs

ASSESSMENTWritten papers 100%

CONTENT OVERVIEW: Combined Science provides the foundations for understanding the
materi al worl d. Scientific understanding is <c¢han
prosperity.

The combined award in Science will enable pupils to:

9 Develop scientific knowledge and c onceptual understanding through the specific
disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics.

1 Develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science through different
types of scientific enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world
around them.

SKILLS DEVELOPED:hroughout, pupils will develop and learn to apply observational, practical,
modelling, enquiry and problem  -solving skills in the laboratory, in the field and in other learning
environments.

Pupils will also develop their ability to evaluate claims based on science through critical
analysis of the methodology, evidence and conclusions, both qualitatively and quantitatively.

CAREER AND EDUCATIONAL PATHWAYSThere are many options available to pupils with GCSE
Combined Science. @ GCSE Science grades allow pupils to access both academic
gualifications in Science such as: A levels, as well as a wide range of vocational courses;

health related careers; forensic sciences; engineering, and many more. Pupils may choose to
study for further qualifications in Science or simply use their qualification to access other
courses.

OTHER INFORMATION:This is an EBacc subject.

CONTACT: Miss N Wainwright
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Information Technology and Computing

FACULTY:Information Technology and Computing

NAME OF COURSE:OCR GCSE (9-1) in Computer Science (J276)

QUALIFICATION RECEIVED:GCSE

ASSESSMENT Coursework 60%
Examination 40%

CONTENT OVERVIEW: Computer Science prepares pupils with a good understanding of this
digital age that we live in. The course will explore how the computer works, how we can best
protect ourselves from the ever increasing cybercrime and the moral, legal and ethical
concerns that computers present. Pupils will gain a range of computational thinking skills and

an ability to produce programs that serve a purpose.

SKILLS D¥ELOPED: Pupils will develop independence and logical thinking skills through a series

of programme tasks designed to provoke thought and awaken their problem solving skills.
Over time pupils will develop a resilience and positive mind -set in order to break down
problems and keep trying different approaches.

CAREER AND EDUCATIONAL PATHWAYS.:
I# Educational pathways in:

1 Alevel computing
1 BTEC Diploma in Software Design
1 A wide range of degree level opportunities at university

I# Careers and opportunities in:

Games design

Web design

Multimedia programmer
Systems analyst

Software engineering
Database administration
Teaching

SEO specialist

E ]
E g ]

OTHER INFORMATION:This is an Ebacc subject.

CONTACT: Mr D Whittle
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ECDL : Certificate in IT Application Skills

FACULTY:Information Technology & Computing

NAME OF COURSE:BCS Level 2 Certificate in IT User Skills (ECDL Core)

QUALIFICATION RECEIVEDCertificate in IT User Skills

ASSESSMENT: Word Processing Online exam 25%
Spreadsheet Software Online exam 25%
Presentation Software Online exam 25%

Improving Productivity using IT Online exam 25%

SKILLS DEVELOPED:he ECDL certificate is designed to enhd

upon their skills in using IT applications.

This qualification will cover  four areas of study.

1 Word Processing Software
Devel ops the | ear ner & s-pracdssetl dotuments: @ntecing e, teditingv o r
and formatting work, using graphs, tables and pictures for a professional finish, and
effectively using tools such as the spell -checker and mail merge.

2 Spreadsheet Software
Helps the learner develop a working knowledge of spreadsheets, from entering data and
formatting worksheets, to creating charts and producing high -quality documents

3 Presentation Software
Shows the learner how to produce high  -quality presentations using a variety of tools
including charts, graphs and drawn objects

4 Improving Productivity using IT

Enables the learner to work more effectively with IT. This unit looks at using tools to save
time and effort when producing word processed documents, presentations and
spreadsheets .

CONTACT: Mr D Whittle
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Physical Education - Core

All pupils will be involved in Physical Education for one period each week and will have the
opportunity to participate in a variety of activities. Pupils will continue to be offered extra
opportunities to develop their skills by joining school teams and clubs.

CONTACT: Mr S Mannion

Personal, Social, Health , Citizenship and Religious Education
(PSHCRE)

PSHCRE covers many life issues that pupils face during childhood, adolescence and into adult

life. It equips pupils with knowledge about themselves, their bodies, health and how to
successfully manage risk. Pupils will also discuss issues around drugs, alc ohol and sex
education. PSHCRE aims to encourage the skills and attitudes needed to help pupils prepare

for different stages of their lives , for example : how we make decisions ; self-awareness ; self-
esteem ; problem solving ; and resisting peer pressure. PSHCRE can enrich pupi
making them f eel positive about themselves, informing them how to enjoy a healthy lifestyle,

feel safe and responsible. It will help build knowledge, confidence and self -esteem as well as
helping them take responsibility for themselves, their choices and behaviour. Through the
Citizenship units pupils learn how to be a good citizen, their position in society locally and
globally, morally and ethically. They also become aware of what it meant by cultural
diversity, group iden tity and the values of a democracy.

PERSONAL IDENTITIES: To understand personal strengths and weaknesses.
To recognise own identity within immediate and wider community.
Recognise strengths and weaknesses in others.
Look at role models.
HEALTHYLIFESTYLES: Body image and media pressure.
Feel positive about themselves, enjoy healthy, safe responsible,
fulfilled lives.
Build knowledge, confidence and self -esteem.
Take responsibility for themselves/choices/behaviour.

CONTACT: Mrs R Kirkpatrick
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